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Office of Commissioner of Corporations, 

Boston, Jan. 1, 1909. 

This edition of the Revised Laws relating to corpora- 
tions for charitable and other purposes, so far as such cor- 
r: porations come within the province of the Commissioner 

•^^ of Corporations, has been prepared for the convenience 

^ of parties interested. 

Suitable blanks for agreements and certificates required 
by such laws can be had at any time, free of expense, 
upon application to the commissioner. 

This edition also contains all amendments made since 
\J the enactment of the Eevised Laws. 



WILLIAM D. T. TREFRY, 

Commissioner, 
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LAWS RELATING TO THE ORGANIZATION OF COR- 
PORATIONS FOR CHARITABLE AND 
OTHER PURPOSES. 



Revised Laws, Chapter 125, and Amendments to Jan. 1, 1909. 



PURPOSE AND MANNER OF ORGANIZATION. 

Section 1. Seven or more persons, a majority of ^^^a}°on°' 
whom are residents of this commonwealth, may form a g^^s.' Il,' 1 1.* 
corporation for any of the purposes named in the follow- Hts] ilt'. 

1874,375, S 1. 
mg section. p. S. 115, § l. 130 Mass. 325. 

Section 2. Such corporation may be formed for any Purposes of 

^ ^ *^ ^ ^ *^ corporation. 

educational, charitable, benevolent or religious purpose ; ^^67, 56, 1 1. 
for the prosecution of any antiquarian, historical, literary, Jf^l; HI' 
scientific, medical, artistic, monumental or. musical pur- 1I75; fof; | 2! 
pose ; for establishing and maintaining libraries ; for sup- i878', 153! 
porting any missionary enterprise having for its object 
the dissemination of religious or educational instruction 
in foreign countries ; for promoting temperance or moral- 
ity in this commonwealth; for encouraging athletic exer- 
cises or yachting; for encouraging the raising of choice 
breeds of domestic animals and poultry; for the associa- 
tion and accommodation of societies of Free Masons, 
Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias or other charitable or so- 
cial bodies of a like character and purpose ; for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of places for reading rooms, 
libraries or social meetings. 
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Revocation of Charters. 

Acts of 1902, Chapter 524. 

An Act to provide for the revocation of the charters of 
certain clubs. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

If any liquor, or any casks or other vessels or implements of 
sale and furniture used or kept and provided to be used in the 
illegal keeping or sale of liquor, or any implements of gaming, 
are seized on the premises occupied by any club or organization 
described in section two of chapter one hundred and twenty-five 
of the Revised Laws, and are forfeited under the provisions of 
chapter one hundred of the Revised Laws, the selectmen of the 
town, or the mayor and aldermen of the city, in which such club 
or organization is situated, except Boston, and in Boston the 
board of police, shall immediately notify the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, and he shall, upon receipt of such notice, de- 
clare the charter of such club or organization void, and shall 
publish a notice in at least one newspaper published in the county 
in which such club or organization is located, that such incor- 
poration is void and of no further effect. [Approved June ^, 
1902. 

Acts of 1907, Chapter 336. 
An Act to provide for revoking the charters of certain 

CLUBS and organizations. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

Section 1. If any person is convicted of illegally engaging 
in; giving or promoting a public boxing match or sparring ex- 
hibition, or of illegally engaging in giving or promoting a private 
boxing match or sparring exhibition the contestants in which 
have received or have been promised any pecuniary reward, re- 
muneration or consideration whatsoever, directly or indirectly, 
under the auspices of or on the premises occupied by any club 
or organization described in section two of chapter one hundred 
and twenty-five of the Revised Laws, the chief of the district 
police, the selectmen of the town or the mayor and aldermen of 
the city in which such club or organization is situated, except 
in Boston, and in Boston the police commissioner, shall immedi- 
ately notify the secretary of the Commonwealth, and he shall, 
upon receipt of such notice, declare the charter of such club or 
organization void, and shall publish a notice in at least one news- 
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paper published in the county in which the club or organization 
is situated that such incorporation is void and of no further 
effect. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap- 
proved April 24, 1907. 

Surrender of Certificate of Incorporation. 

Revised Laws, Chapter 109, Section 56. 
Section 56. If a petition, signed and sworn to by a majority Surrender of 
in number or interest of the members of a corporation organized incorporation, 
under the general laws, except a corporation created for the pur- 
pose of business or profit having a capital stock divided into 
shares or which is under the supervision of the insurance com- 
missioner, has, with the certificate of incorporation, been filed 
in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth stating that 
such members desire to surrender the certificate of incorporation 
and to have the corporation dissolved and giving their reasons 
therefor, the secretary, if he considers such reasons sufficient, 
shall require the petitioners to publish a notice in one or more 
newspapers in the county in which the corporation is located 
that, for reasons which appear to him to be sufficient, the cer- 
tificate of incorporation of the corporation therein named is 
annulled. Upon the filing by the petitioner with the secretary 
of a copy of each newspaper in which the notice of dissolution 
was ordered to be published, the corporation shall be dissolved, 
subject to the provisions of the three preceding sections. 

Change of Location of Corporations. 
Acts op 1907, Chapter 337. 
An Act to regulate changes in locations of certain cor- 
porations. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

Section 1. No corporation organized under general laws for 
the purpose of fostering, encouraging or engaging in athletic 
exercises or for the establishment and maintenance of places for 
reading rooms, libraries or social meetings shall change its loca- 
tion from the city or town in which it was established or is now 
located to another city or town within the Commonwealth until 
consent thereto has been obtained in writing from the mayor and 
aldermen of the city or the board of selectmen of the town in 
which the corporation proposes to acquire a new location, except 
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that in the city of Boston such consent in writing shall be ob- 
tained from the police commissioner. 

Section 2. The consent of any board, or of the police com- 
missioner, required by section one of this act shall not take effect 
until a copy thereof, duly attested by the clerk or secretary #f 
said board or of said police commissioner, has been filed by him 
in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Section 3. A change of location by a corporation contrary 
to the provisions of this act shall be sufficient cause for the rev- 
ocation of its charter by the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap- 
proved April 24, 1907. 



Organization. 
1857, 56, § 2. 
G. S. 32. I 2. 
1874, 375, 
§§ 3-5. 
P. S. 115, 
§5 3, 4. 
1888, 177. 
1890, 191. 



Investigation 
of proposed 
associates. 
1890. 439, § 1. 
1893, 226, I 1. 



Section 3. The corporation shall be formed in the 
maimer prescribed in, and subject to the provisions of, 
sections fifteen to twenty, inclusive, of chapter one hun- 
dred and ten, except as follows: 

The capital stock, if any, shall not exceed five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

The agreement of association of a corporation which has 
no capital stock may omit the statement of the amount 
• of the capital stock and the par value and number of its 
shares. The par value of the shares of its capital stock, 
if any, may be ten, twenty-five, fifty or one hundred 
dollars. The fee to be paid to the secretary of the com- 
monwealth upon the filing of the certificate of organiza- 
tion shall be five dollars. 

Section 4. Before making and issuing a certificate of 
incorporation to a corporation formed for any of the pur- 
poses described in section two, the secretary of the com- 
monwealth may forward a statement to the mayor and 
aldermen of the city, except Boston, or to the selectmen 
of the town, in which such society is to have its principal 
ofiice or rooms, and, if such office or rooms are to be in 
Boston, to the board of police for the city of Boston, 
giving a list of the names of the persons who have applied 
for incorporation, the purpose of the organization as 
stated by the applicants, the location proposed to be oc- 
cupied and all other facts which may be stated in the 
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application for incorporation. The mayor and aldermen, 
selectmen or board of police for the city of Boston, upon 
the receipt of such statement, shall immediately make 
an investigation and ascertain whether any of the pro- 
I)osed incorporators have been engaged in the illegal selling 
of intoxicating liquor or in keeping places or tenements 
used for the purpose of illegal gaming, or whether they 
have been engaged in any other business or vocation pro- 
hibited by law, and shall forthwith report to the secre- 
tary of the commonwealth all the facts ascertained. If, 
in his opinion, it appears from said report or otherwise 
that the probable purpose of the formation of the pro- 
posed organization is to cover an illegal business, he shall 
refuse to issue a certificate of incorporation. 

Section 5. Before making and issuing: a certificate charitable 

'^ ° ^ corporations 

for the incorporation of a charitable corporation or home children* ^°' 
for the care and support of minor children, the secretary ^^^' ^^' 
of the commonwealth may also forward such statement as 
is described in the preceding section to the state board of 
charity, which shall immediately make an investigation 
as to the persons who have asked to be incorporated and 
as to the purposes of the incorporation, and any other 
material facts relative thereto, and shall forthwith re- 
port to the secretary of the commonwealth all the facts 
ascertained by it. If it appears to the secretary of the 
commonwealth from said .report or otherwise that the 
probable purpose of the formation of the proposed cor- 
poration is to cover any illegal business, or that the per- 
sons asking for incorporation are not suitable persons to 
have charge of minor children, from lack of financial 
ability or from any other cause, he shall refuse to issue 
his certificate. If he refuses to issue his certificate, the 
persons asking to be incorporated may appeal to the su- 
perior court, which shall hear the case and finally deter- 
mine whether or not the certificate of incorporation shall 
be issued. ^ 
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Protection op Minors in Religious Belief. 

Acts of 1905, Chapter 464. 

An Act relative to the protection of minors in the reli- 
gious BELIEF OF THEIR PARENTS, WHEN SUCH MINORS ARE WARDS 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. No parents, or surviving parent, of any minor 
child in the care or under the supervision of the state board of 
charity, or of any state commission, or of any state board of 
trustees, shall be denied the right of any child of theirs to the 
free exercise of the religious belief of his parents and the liberty 
of worshipping God according to the religion of his parents, or 
surviving parent, or of the religion which his parents professed, if 
they are both deceased; and no minor child in the care, or under 
the supervision of any state board of charity, or of any state com- 
mission, or state board of trustees, shall be denied the free exercise 
of the religion of his parents, or of his surviving parent, or of his 
parents if they are both deceased, nor the liberty of worshipping 
God according to the religion of his parents, whether living or 
deceased. 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. [Approved May 25, 1905. 



By-laws. 
Officers. 

1874, 375, § 6. 

1875, 49. § 1. 
P. S. 115, 

§§ 5. 6. 



Increase of 
capital. 
1888, 177. 



Section 6. The corporation may prescribe by its by- 
laws the manner in which, and the officers and agents by 
whom, the purposes of its incorporation may be accom- 
plished, and, instead of the directors and other officers to 
be chosen at the first meeting, it may have a board of 
other officers with the powers of directors, and presiding, 
financial and recording officers with the powers of presi- 
dent, treasurer and clerk; and its certificate of organiza- 
tion may be made, signed and sworn to by its presiding, 
financial and recording officers and a majority of its other 
officers having the powers of directors ; and the certificate 
issued by the secretary under the provisions of section 
twenty of chapter one hundred and ten shall be modified 
to correspond with the facts in each case. 

Section 7. Such corporation, if organiied under gen- 
eral laws, at a meeting called for the purpose may in- 
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crease the amount of its capital stock and the number of 
shares therein to an amount not exceeding five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Section 8. Any corporation organized under general uSnsmiJ^hoid 
or special laws for any of the purposes mentioned in sec- SSafestafe 
tion two and under sections thirteen to sixteen, inclusive, 1857, se/s 4.* 

' G. S. 32, § 4. 

may hold real and personal estate to an amount not ex- j?^g 'f/l'l J* 
ceeding one million five hundred thousand dollars, which J||!5. 96. 
shall be devoted to the purposes set forth in its charter i53^m^. 75. 
or agreement of association, and it may receive and hold, 
in trust or otherwise, funds received by gift or bequest to 
be devoted by it to such purposes. 

Section 9. Such corporation may, at a meeting duly ^^o? i^^cor'^'^" 
called for the purpose, by vote of all its members, add to i898!*504. 
or change the purpose for which it was incorporated, if 
the additional or new purpose is authorized by section 
two. The presiding, financial and recording officers and 
a majority of its other officers having the powers of direct- 
ors shall forthwith make, sign and swear to a certificate 
setting forth such addition to or change of purpose, which, 
having been submitted to the commissioner of corporations 
and approved by him, shall thereupon be filed and recorded 
in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth. 

Section 10. A corporation orffanized for medical pur- Conferring 

P degrees for- 

poses under the provisions of this chapter shall not con- ^l^f*^^' unless, 
fer degrees, or issue diplomas or certificates conferring ^^^' ^^' 
or purporting to confer degrees, unless specially author- 
ized thereto by the general court. An officer, agent or 
servant of such corporation or any other person who con- 
fers degrees, or signs, issues or authorizes the signing or 
issuing of any diploma or certificate purporting to con- 
fer any degree of medicine or surgery, in violation of the 
provisions of this section, shall be punished by a fine of 
not less than five hundred nor more than one thousand 
dollars. 

Section 11. Corporations which are formed under Horse-breed- 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ing corpora- 

the provisions of this chapter for encouraging the rais- tions may hold 
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iS.*^****^*"' ^^ ^^ choice breeds of horses may establish and maintain 
1900.409. grounds suitable for exhibitions and trials of the speed 
or strength of horses ; may arrange for and advertise such 
exhibitions and trials upon such grounds, may collect ad- 
mission fees thereto and may award purses or premiums 
to the participants therein, if such purses or premiums 
are raised only from volimtary subscriptions to the funds 
of the corporation, admission fees or fees for entering 
horses in such exhibitions or trials. 
^h1S{te?by' Section 12. A corporation which was formed before 

othSJ^iil*^*" the twenty-seventh day of July in the year eighteen him- 
187^49^*$ 2. dred and seventy-four under the provisions of any statute 
130 Mass. 32& for any of the purposes mentioned in section two may, 
at a meeting called for the purpose, vote to accept the 
provisions of the preceding sections of this chapter and 
present to the commissioner of corporations a certificate 
signed and sworn to by its presiding, financial and record- 
ing officers and a majority of its other officers having the 
powers of directors, setting forth a copy of its agreement 
of association and of said vote, the date of the meeting at 
which the vote was accepted and such further evidence as 
the commissioner may require of its legal existence and 
of its intention to accept the provisions of said sections. 
The commissioner shall examine the certificate and evi- 
dence of organization, and, if it appears that the pro- 
visions of law have been complied with, shall so certify 
and approve the certificate by his indorsement thereon, 
and thereupon such corporations shall have the powers and 
privileges and be subject to the duties and liabilities 
of corporations formed under said sections. The secre- 
tary of the commonwealth, upon payment of a fee of five 
dollars and upon the deposit in his office of said certificate 
with the indorsement thereon, shall cause it to be re- 
corded, and shall issue a certificate in the following 
form: — 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Be it known that whereas [the names of the original sub- F2"^J*^i*'' 
scribers] formerly associated themselves with the intention of organization, 
forming a corporation under the name of [the name of the cor- secretary of 
poration], for the purpose [the purpose declared in the articles w^afthT 
of agreement], under the provisions of [the designation of the 
statute under the provisions of which organization was effected], 
with a capital of [the amount of the capital stock, as it stands 
fixed by the corporation at the date of the certificate; or, if there 
is no capital stock, this clause shall be omitted], and the provi- 
sions of the statutes of this commonwealth in such case made 
and provided have been complied with, as appears from the cer- 
tificate of the proper officers of said corporation, duly approved 
by the commissioner of corporations, and recorded in this office: 
now, therefore, I [the name of the secretary], secretary of the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby certify that said [the 
name of the corporation] is legally organized and established as 
an existing corporation, with the powers, rights and privileges, 
and subject to the limitations, duties and restrictions, which by 
law appertain thereto. 

Witness my official signature hereunto subscribed, and the seal 
of the commonwealth of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this 
day of , in the year . [The day, 

month and year of execution of the certificate.] 

The secretary shall sign the same and cause the seal of evidence of 
the commonwealth to be thereto affixed, and such certifi- "^^^^njoration. 
cate shall be conclusive evidence of the existence of such 
corporation at the date of such certificate. The secretary 
shall also cause a record of such certificate to be made, 
and a certified copy of such record may be given in evi- 
dence with like effect as the original certificate. 

LABOR OR TRADE ORGANIZATIONS. 

Section 13. Corporations may be formed in the man- o^^^i^atiomif® 

L888, 134, § 1. 
1 Op. A. G. 



w ^ j^ ^ J organ 

ner provided in this chapter for the purpose of improving Jf^' 
the condition of any employees in any one or more trades '^ 
or employments, either relative to their employment or 
to the promotion of education, temperance, morality or 
social intercourse among them, or for the purpose of pay- 
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Indorsement 
of certificate of 
labor, etc., 
organizations. 
1888. 134, { 2. 



By-laws of 
trade organi- 
zations. 
1888. 134. 
8§ 3. 4. 



Rights of 
members. 
1888, 134. § 4. 



ing benefits to sick or unemployed members, or to persons 
dependent upon deceased members or otherwise. 

Section 14. The commissioner of corporations shall 
not indorse his approval upon the certificate of organiza- 
tion of any such corporation, unless he is satisfied that 
the purpose of the association is lawful, that its by-laws 
contain no provision contrary to law and that they con- 
form to the requirements of the following two sections. 

Section 15. The by-laws shall contain clear and dis- 
tinct provisions relative to the election, admission and ex- 
pulsion of members; the titles, duties, powers and tenure 
of the officers of the corporation and their election and 
removal ; the number of members required for a quorum ; 
the call for special meetings; the adoption, amendment 
and repeal of by-laws; the purposes to which the funds 
of the corporation may be applied and for which assess- 
ments may be laid upon the members ; the conditions upon 
which a member or persons dependent upon a deceased 
member shall be entitled to benefits, if any are to be given 
by the corporation ; the imposition of fines and forfeitures, 
if any; the deposit, investment and custody of the funds 
of the corporation; the periodical audit of the accounts 
of the treasurer; and the method of voting on shares of 
stock, if any are issued by the corporation. A by-law 
shall not be repealed or amended, or an additional by-law 
adopted, unless notice of such proposed action shall have 
been given at a previous meeting; and such repeal, amend- 
ment or adoption shall not take effect until it has been 
approved by the commissioner of corporations as conform- 
able to the requirements of law. 

Section 16. No member of such corporation shall be 
expelled by vote of less than a majority of all the mem- 
bers thereof, nor by vote of less than three-quarters of the 
members present and voting upon such expulsion. Every 
member of such corporation and every person who has an 
interest in its funds shall be entitled to examine its books 
and records. 
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Registration of Insignia, etc., of Labor Unions. 

Acts of 1904, Chapter 335. 

An Act to provide for registration of the insignia of soci- 
eties, ASSOCIATIONS AND LABOR UNIONS, AND TO PROHIBIT THE 
UNAUTHORIZED USE THEREOF. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

Section 1. The insignia, ribbons, badges, rosettes, buttons 
and emblems of any society, association or labor union may be 
registered in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth in 
the manner and subject to the provisions, so far as they are 
applicable, set forth in section seven of chapter seventy-two of 
the Revised Laws in regard to labels; and the secretary is hereby 
authorized to make regulations and prescribe forms for such 
registration. 

Section 2. Whoever, not being a member of a society, asso- 
ciation or labor union, for the purpose of representing that he 
is a member thereof, wilfully wears or uses the insignia, ribbon, 
badge, rosette, button or emblem thereof, if the same has been 
registered in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty dollars, or 
by imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

Section 3. Chapter four hundred and thirty of the acts of 
the year nineteen hundred and two and chapter two hundred and 
seventy-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and three 
are hereby repealed. {Approved May 13, 1904, 

EAILKOAD AND STEAMBOAT RELIEF CORPORATIONS. 

[Section 17. Seven or more persons, a majority of refierSupo-*''' 
whom are residents of this commonwealth, being employ- 1182^244, § i . 
ees of any railroad, street railway or steamboat corpora- 
tion organized under the laws of this commonwealth, may, 
in accordance with th§ provisions of sections three to six, 
inclusive, form a corporation for the purpose of receiv- 
ing, managing and applying such property and funds as 
it may receive by contribution, assessment or otherwise 
for the improvement and benefit of its members and for 
their relief and the relief of their families in case of sick- 
ness, injury, inability to labor or other cases of need. 



1890, 181, I 1. 
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wJSi^ai of. Section 18. The by-laws of such corporation shall be 

If l/l!*^* approved by the board of railroad commissioners, and shall 
prescribe the manner in which, and the oflScers and agents 
by whom, the purpose of its incorporation may be car- 
ried out and also the manner in which its property may 
be invested. Such corporation shall annually, and as often 
as may be required by the board of railroad commissioners, 
render to the board such statements of its membership 
and financial transactions and such other information 
relative thereto as the board may consider necessary for 
a proper exhibit of its business and standing. Said board 
may verify such statement by an examination of the 
books and papers of the corporation ; and whoever, having 
charge or custody of such books and papers, neglects to 
comply with the provisions of this section shall be pun- 
ished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, 
wm^ny *^y Seotion 19. A railroad corporation which operates a 
eSpiiy^es!^'*^ railroad or portion thereof in this commonwealth, and a 
1890.' i8i; § 2. street railway company, may, by vote of its directors, 
associate itself with seven or more of its employees in 
forming a corporation under the provisions of section 
seventeen or may, upon the invitation of any such society, 
become a member thereof, and may from time to time aid 
such corporation by contributions to its funds or other- 
wise. The by-laws of such corporation shall provide for 
the manner in which the railroad corporation and street 
railway company shall vote and be represented in said cor- 
poration. The funds of such corporation shall not be lia- 
ble to attachment by the trustee process or be liable to be 
taken on execution or on any other process, legal or equita- 
ble, to satisfy any debt or liability o4 the railroad corpora- 
tion or street railway company or of any member of the 
corporation.] 

The three preceding sections, 17-19, have been repealed 
(see Acts of 1906, chapter 463, Part I., section 68), and 
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new provisions have been substituted therefor, as fol- 
lows : — 

Acts of 1906, Chapter 463, Part I., Sections 46-48. 

Railroad and Street Railway Relief Corporations. 

Section 46. Seven or more persons, a majority of whom are 
residents of this commonwealth, being employees of any railroad 
corporation or street railway company, organized under the laws 
of this commonwealth, may, in accordance with the provisions 
of sections three to six, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and 
twenty-five of the Revised Laws, form a corporation for the pur- 
pose of receiving, managing and applying such property and 
funds as it may receive by contribution, assessment or otherwise 
for the improvement and benefit of its members, and for their 
relief and the relief of their families in case of sickness, injury, 
inability to labor, or other cases of need. 

Section 47. The by-laws of such corporation shall be ap- 
proved by the board of railroad comimissioners, and shall pre- 
scribe the manner in which, and the officers and agents by whom, 
the purpose of its incorporation may be carried out, and also the 
manner in which its property may be invested. Such corporation 
shall annually, and as often as may be required by the board 
of railroad conmiissioners, render to said board such statements 
of its membership and financial transactions and such other in- 
formation relative thereto as said board may consider necessary 
for a proper exhibit of its business and standing. Said board 
may verify such statement by an examination of the books and 
papers of the corporation; and whoever, having charge or cus- 
tody of such books and papers, neglects to comply with the 
provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than five hundred dollars. 

Section 48. A railroad corporation which operates a railroad 
or portion thereof in this commonwealth, or a street railway 
company, may, by vote of its directors, associate itself with seven 
or more of its employees in forming a corporation under the 
provisions of section forty-six, or may, upon the invitation of 
any such society, become a member thereof, and may aid such 
corporation by contributions to its funds or otherwise. The 
by-laws of such corporation shall provide for the manner in 
which the railroad corporation or street railway company shall 
vote and be represented in said corporation. The funds of such 
corporation shall not be liable to attachment by the trustee 
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process, or be liable to be taken on execution or on any other 
process, legal or equitable, to satisfy any debt or liability of the 
railroad corporation or street railway company or of any mem- 
ber of the corporation. 

TEXTILE SCHOOLS. 

Textile schools Section 20. If the mavor of a city files a certificate 

in cities. •' *J 

lili; 299', 1 1! ^^^ the commissioner of corporations that in said city 
there are in operation four hundred and fifty thousand or 
more spindles, not less than sev.en nor more than twenty 
persons, citizens of this conunonwealth, may associate 
themselves by an agreement in writing for the purpose of 
establishing and maintaining a textile school in such city 
for instruction in the theory and practical art of textile 
and kindred branches of indjistry, with authority to take, 
by gift or purchase, and hold real and personal property 
to the amount of three hundred thousand dollars. A copy 
of said agreement and of the signatures thereto, sworn to 
by any one of the subscribers, shall be submitted to the 
governor, and if he certifies his approval of the associates 
as suitable for the purposes of their association and of 
this section, and they organize by the adoption of by-laws 
and the election of officers and file a certificate thereof and 
the certificate of the approval of the governor with the 
secretary of the commonwealth, he shall issue to them a 
certificate of corporation as similar as may be imder the 
circumstances to the forms heretofore provided in this 
chapter and thereupon said associates shall be a corpora- 
tion for said purposes, with all the powers and privileges, 
and subject to all the duties and obligations, of corpora- 
tions organized for educational purposes under the pro- 
visions of this chapter, except as herein otherwise pro- 
vided. Said corporation shall be known as the Trustees 
of the Textile School of the city in which it is located and 
may fill all vacancies in its membership, except as other- 
wise provided in section twenty-two. Only one such cor- 
poration shall be established under the provisions of this 
section in anv one citv. 
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Section 21. A city in which such corporation is estab- uonsby^dties. 
lished may appropriate and pay to it not more than twenty- ifll; 299,' f 2*. 
five thousand dollars, and, upon such payment, the mayor 
and superintendent of schools of such city shall ex officiis 
be members of said corporation. 

Section 22. If a city appropriates and pays money — bythecom- 
to such corporation, or if the trustees or members thereof Jgg^g^^yg i 3 
pay money into its treasury for the establishment and ^^®®' ^®®'' « ^• 
maintenance of such schools, the commonwealth shall ap- 
propriate and pay to said corporation an amount equal to 
the total amount so appropriated and paid, not exceeding 
twenty-five thousand dollars, and, upon such appropriation 
and payment by the commonwealth, the governor shall, 
with the advice and consent of the council, appoint two 
trustees of the corporation for two and four years respec- 
tively, and at the end of each of said terms a trustee for 
four years, and such trustees and their successors by like 
appointment shall be members of said corporation. The 
governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall 
fill all vacancies in the membership created by this section. 

Annual Reports of Trustees of Textile Schools. 

Acts of 1904, Chapter 248. 

An Act to provide for annual reports by trustees of tex- 
tile SCHOOLS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The trustees of every textile school receiving finan- 
cial aid from the Commonwealth shall, on or before the thirtieth 
day of January in each year, make to the general court a report 
containing a concise statement as to the buildings, equipment and 
resources of the school, the courses and methods of instruction, 
the number of teachers and students during the previous calendar 
year, and the number of students, if any, who graduated there- 
from. The report shall also contain a statement, verified by the 
oath of the treasurer of the school, and in such form as the 
auditor of accounts of the Commonwealth shall prescribe, show- 
ing separately the amounts received during the previous calendar 
year from tuition fees, from the Commonwealth, from any city 
or town, and from all other sources, and also showing the ex- 
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penditures of the school during the same period, under the heads 
of maintenance, construction and new equipment, and also the 
financial condition of the school at the close of said year. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap- 
proved April 22, 1904. 

Relative to Election of Trustees by Graduates of Textile 

Schools. 

Acts of 1905, Chapter 216. 

An Act to provide for the election of two additional trus- 
tees OF THE LOWELL TEXTILE SCHOOL BY THE GRADUATES 
THEREOF. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

[Section 1. (Repealed. See Acts of 1906, chapter 275, section 
1.) Graduates of the Lowell textile school who hold the diploma 
of the trustees and faculty thereof may, at the annual meeting 
of the alumni of the school, or at a special meeting duly called for 
the purpose, with notice thereof to each graduate entitled to vote, 
choose by ballot one trustee for the term of one year from the 
first day of July next succeeding such election, and one trustee 
for the term of two years from said date, and thereafter annually 
may elect one trustee for the term of two years. Said trustees 
shall be in addition to those provided for by chapter four hun- 
dred and seventy-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety-five, and by acts in amendment thereof or in addition 
thereto. No trustee, officer, instructor or other employee of said 
corporation or school, and no person graduated at the school in 
the year in which the election is held, shall be eligible for election 
as such trustee.] 

Section 2. The trustees of the Lowell textile school shall pre- 
scribe the method of voting and of certifying the vote. Duly 
certified proxies of graduates entitled to vote, but who are not 
present, shall be recognized. [Approved March 24, 1905, 

Acts of 1906, Chapter 275. 

An Act to provide for an increase in the number of the 

trustees of the ixywell textile school. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the acts of 
the year nineteen hundred and five is hereby amended by striking 
out section one and inserting in place thereof the following : — 
Section 1, Graduates of the Lowell textile school who hold the 
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diploma of the trustees and faculty thereof may choose by ballot 
one trustee for the term of two years from the first day of July 
next succeeding such election, one trustee for the term of three 
years from said date and one trustee for the term of four years 
from said date, and thereafter may elect one trustee annually 
for the full term of four years. Said trustees shall be in addi- 
tion to those provided for by chapter four hundred and seventy- 
five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five, and 
by acts in amendment thereof or in addition thereto. No officer, 
instructor or other employee of said corporation or school, and 
no person graduated at the school in the year in which the elec- 
tion is held, shall be eligible for election as such trustee. The 
trustee elected at the annual meeting in the year nineteen hun- 
dred and five, under the act of which this is an amendment, for 
the term of two years from July first, nineteen hundred and five, 
shall hold his membership in said corporation until the expiration 
of the term for which he was elected. 

Section 2. His honor the lieutenant governor and the secre- 
tary of the board of education shall be ex officiis members of 
the corporation styled the Trustees of the Lowell Textile School. 
[Approved April 12, 1906. 



Names and Changes of Names of Charitable Corporations. 

The name which a corporation organized under the pro- 
visions of this chapter may assume is governed by section 
8 of chapter 109 of the Revised Laws ; and the method of 
changing the name of such a corporation is governed by 
chapter 163, Acts of 1908. 

Revised Laws, Chapter 109, Section 8. 

Section 8. A corporation which is organized under the Corporate 
general laws may assume any name which, in the judgment Wl^i^^'^-Aoa 
of the commissioner, indicates that it is a corporation ; but 
it shall not assume the name of another corporation estab- 
lished under the laws of this commonwealth, or of a cor- 
poration, firm, association or person carrying on business 
in this commonwealth, at the time of such organization 
or within three years prior thereto, or assume a name so 
similar thereto as to be liable to be mistaken for it, except 
with the consent in writing of said existing corporation. 
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firm or association or of such person previously filed with 
the commissioner of corporations. The supreme judicial 
court or the superior court shall have jurisdiction in 
equity, upon the application of any person interested or 
affected, to enjoin such corporation from doing business 
under a name assumed in violation of the provisions of 
this section, although its certificate of organization may 
have been approved and a certificate of incorporation may 
have been issued to it. 

Acts of 1908, Chapter 163. 

An Act relative to the changing of names of cor- 
pobations. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 

Section 1. Every corporation organized under gen- 
eral or special laws of this commonwealth, except corpora- 
tions subject to the provisions of chapter four hundred 
and thirty-seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred 
and three, and acts in amendment thereof and in addition 
thereto, and except corporations subject to the provisions 
of chapter four hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the 
year nineteen hundred and six, and acts in amendment 
thereof and in addition thereto, may at a meeting duly 
called for the purpose, by the vote of two thirds of all of 
its stock, or if two or more classes of stock have been is- 
sued, by two thirds of each class of stock outstanding and 
entitled to vote, or in case such corporation has no capital 
stock, by a vote of two thirds of the persons legally quali- 
fied to vote in meetings of the corporation, or by a larger 
vote if its agreement of association or by-laws shall so re- 
quire, change its name. Articles of amendment signed 
and sworn to by the president, treasurer and a majority of 
the directors or other officers having the powers of direct- 
ors, shall within thirty days after such meeting be pre- 
pared, setting forth such amendment, and stating that it 
has duly been adopted by the stockholders. Such amend- 
ment shall be submitted to the commissioner of corpora- 
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tions who shall examine it, and if he finds that it conforms 
to the requirements of law, he shall so certify and endorse 
his approval thereon. Thereupon the secretary of the 
commonwealth shall direct the officers of the corporation 
to publish in such form as he may see fit, in a newspaper 
published in the county in which the corporation has its 
principal office or place of business, notice of such change 
of name. When the secretary of the conunonwealth is 
convinced that such notice has been published as required 
by him, he shall upon the payment of a fee of one dollar 
grant a certificate of the name which the corporation shall 
bear, which name shall thereafter be its legal name, and 
the secretary of the commonwealth shall cause the article 
of amendment and the endorsements thereon to be re- 
corded in his office. In the case of corporations which 
are subject to the provisions of chapter one hundred and 
eighteen, one hundred and nineteen, and one hundred and 
twenty of the Revised Laws, and of all acts in amendment 
thereof and in addition thereto, the approval oi the insur- 
ance commissioner shall be required before the commis- 
sioner of corporations approves the article of amendment. 
No article of amendment changing the name of any cor- 
poration shall take effect until it has been filed in the 
office of the secretary of the commonwealth as aforesaid. 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent here- 
with are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
[Approved March S, 1908. 



Formation of Corporations. 
Revised Laws, Chapter 110, Sections 15-20. 

Agreement, Name and Organization. 
Section 15. The agreement of association shall state ^reement*^ 
that the subscribers thereto associate themselves with the o.s.'eifi 2?" 
intention of forming a corporation, the corporate name iIto; 224! I 7! 

PS lOB S 16 

assumed, the purpose for which it is formed, the city or li dray, 139. * 

^ ^ ? J 97 Mass. 494. 
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town, which shall be in this commonwealth, in which it is 
established or located, the amount of its capital stock and 
the par value and number of its shares, 
name.'**^ SECTION 16. Any name may, subject to the provisions 

G.^s.'6?f§\.^* of section eight of chapter one hundred and nine, be as- 
1872', 375', I 5! sumed by a corporation. If organized for the purposes 
1877 224; § 3. mentioned in sections seven or eiffht, or under the provi- 

P. S. 106, § 17; . 1111? . 1 . 

117, § 3; 119, sions of chapter one hundred and fourteen or section thirty 
ill?' 214 ^^30 ^f chapter one hundred and eighteen, or if subject to any 
lilt; 522.' f 30! of ^^^ provisions of chapter one hundred and sixteen, the 
151 Mass. 560. ^^^^^ u co-opcrative " or " fishing " or " co-operative 
bank " or " insurance ", or " mutual insurance " if organ- 
ized upon the mutual principle, or " trust company ", 
respectively, shall form part of the name, 
how^aitld and Section 17. The first meeting shall be called by a 
1855^^^78, § 2. notice signed by one or more of the subscribers to such 
1866, 290. § 4. affreement, statinsr the time, place and purpose of the 

1870,224.19. ^ . £ X.' r. J,' I. M j x l ^ 

P. s. 106, § 18. meeting, a copy of which notice shall, seven days at least 
before the day appointed for the meeting, be given to 
each subscriber, or left at his usual place of business or 
residence, or deposited in the post office, postpaid, and 
addressed to him at his usual place of business or resi- 
dence. Whoever gives such notice shall make affidavit of 
his doings, which, with a copy of the notice, shall be 
recorded in the records of the corporation. 
hoW*franchisl° Section 18. The subscribers to the agreement of asso- 
8hlre8."**°" ""^ ciation shall hold the franchise until the organization has 
p. s.' 106,' § 19'. been completed ; and, unless it is otherwise provided in 
such agreement, each subscriber who elects to take such 
shares at the first meeting may take such proportion of 
the shares of the capital stock as the number of subscrib- 
ers to the agreement bears to the whole number of shares, 
or any part of such proportion, upon paying the assess- 
ments thereon as called for by the corporation. All shares 
not so taken shall be disposed of as the corporation de- 
termines. 
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Section 19. At such first meeting, including any Oi^aQization; 
necessary or reasonable adjournment, an organization shall ^^^• 
be effected by the choice by ballot of a temporary clerk, Jf^i/i.^^' 
who shall be sworn, and by the adoption of by-laws, and i870* 224?po. 
the election, in the manner provided in section twenty- 
three, of directors, treasurer, clerk and such other officers 
as the by-laws may provide ; but at such first meeting no 
person shall be eligible as a director who has not sub- 
scribed the agreemen)t of association. The temporary 
clerk shall make and attest a record of the proceedings 
until the clerk has been chosen and sworn, including a 
record of .such choice and qualification. 

Section 20. The president, treasurer and a majority ^jfj^aUoS^ 
of the directors, shall forthwith make, sign and swear to jgjf f^^'^ 4 
a certificate setting forth a true copy of the agreement of ill?; 276, §^i. 
association with the names of the subscribers thereto, the 1870, 224, 1*1. 

^ ^ n . -11 .1. , P. S. 106, §21. 

date of the first meeting and the successive adjournments i5i Mass. seo. 
thereof, if any, and shall submit such certificate and also 
the records of the corporation to the commissioner of cor- 
porations, who shall examine the same, and who may re- 
quire such other evidence as he may judge necessary. If 
it appears that the requirements of the preceding sections 
preliminary to the establishment of the corporation have 
been complied with, the commissioner shall so certify and 
approve the certificate by his indorsement thereon. Such 
certificate shall thereupon be filed by said officers in the 
office of the secretary of the commonwealth, who, upon 
payment of the fee hereinafter provided, shall cause the 
same with the indorsement thereon to be recorded, and 
shall thereupon issue a certificate in the following form : — 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Be it known that whereas [the name of the subscribers to the 
agreement of association] have associated themselves with the in- 
tention of forming a corporation under the name of [the name 
of the corporation], for the purpose [the purpose declared in 
the agreement of association], with a capital of [the amount of 
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capital fixed in the agreement of association], and have complied 
with the provisions of the statutes of this commonwealth in such 
case made and provided, as appears from the certificate of the 
president, treasurer and directors of said corporation, duly ap- 
proved by the commissioner of corporations and recorded in this 
office: now, therefore, I [the name of the secretary], secretary 
of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby certify that 
said [the names of the subscribers to the agreement of associa- 
tion], their associates and successors, are legally organized and 
established as, and are hereby made, an existing corporation under 
the name of [name of the corporation], with the powers, rights 
and privileges, and subject to the limitations, duties and restric- 
tions, which by law appertain thereto. 

Witness my official signature hereunto subscribed, and the seal 
of the commonwealth of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this 
day of in the year . [the date of 

execution of the certificate]. 

The secretary shall sign the same and cause the seal of 
the commonwealth to be thereto affixed, and such certifi- 
cate shall have the force and effect of a special charter 
and shall be conclusive evidence of the existence of such 
corporation. He shall also cause a record of such certifi- 
cate to be made, and a certified copy of such record may be 
given in evidence with like effect as the original certificate. 



CEMETERIES AND BURIALS. 

Revised Laws, Chapter 78. 
CEMETERY AND CBEMATOKY COBPORATIONS. 

Cemetery cor- Section 1. Fivc or morc pcrsons who are desirous of 

porations, ^ 

ilTh^iuTt'i' procuring, establishing and preparing a cemetery, or who 
1852. 56. ^j.g ^j^^ majority in interest of the proprietors of an exist- 

p.* s.* 82,' 1 1.* ing cemetery, may organize as a corporation in the man- 
168 Mass. 97.* * ncr providcd in chapter one hundred and twenty-three ; 

but such corporation shall not sell nor impair the right of 

any proprietor of an existing cemetery. 
dStils"*"^ Section 2. Such corporation shall be subject to the 

R. s. 38, § 7. provisions of chapter one hundred and nine and of the 
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first thirteen sections of chapter one hundred and twenty- If^^i^^^^* 
three ; may take and hold only so much real and personal ^^^|' ^' 1 1: 
property as* may be necessary for the objects of its organ- isel, 1*04. 
ization ; may lay out such real property into lots ; and 5.* * ^' ** ^' 
may grant and convey the exclusive right of burial in, 158 Mass.* 614.' 
and of erecting tombs or cenotaphs upon, any lot and of 
ornamenting the same, upon such terms and conditions 
and subject to such regulations as it shall prescribe. The 
provisions of section twenty-five of chapter one hundred 
and ten shall apply to such corporation. 

Section 3. Every cemetery corporation which is ere- Record of con- 

•^ t/ X veyances of 

ated by special charter or organized under general laws J^^l^^ 252, 
shall regularly keep books in which it shall enter all con- |>^ g; I2, § e. 
veyances of burial lots within said cemetery and all in- isso', 299'. 
struments of contract relating to conveyances of such lots. 
Such records, and similar records made by such corpora- 
tion prior to the second day of June in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-nine, shall have the same effect as if 
made in the registry of deeds for the county or district 
in which such cemetery is situated, and no other record 
shall be necessary. 

Section 4. The secretary or clerk of such corporation ^g^^fdenSc^'^^ 
may give certified copies of all deeds and instruments re- i?®s.'82,^§ 7.^' 
corded as aforesaid, and they may be used in evidence in 
the same manner as copies certified by the register of 
deeds. 

Section 5. Such corporation may take and hold funds J^^ J^^^- 
in trust and apply the income thereof to the improvement isiu^sf^es. 
or embellishment of the cemetery or to the care, preserva- i^^^^-^^^- 
tion or embellishment of any lot or its appurtenances. 

Section 6. Such corporation may cremate bodies of i898^*437°§ 1. 
the dead, and may provide the necessary buildings and 
appliances therefor and for the disposition of the ashes of 
the dead on any land within its cemetery which the state 
board of health determines is suitable for that purpose, 
and such buildings and appliances shall be a part of the 
cemetery and be dedicated to the burial of the dead, and 
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shall be held by said corporations subject to the duties, 
and with the privileges and immunities, which they now 
have under general or special laws. • 

Sroorotions SECTION 7. Fivc or morc persons may form a corpora- 
1885, 266, § 1. |.Jqjj -j^ ^j^^ manner provided in chapter one hundred and 
ten, with a capital of not less than six thousand nor more 
than fifty thousand dollars, divided into shares of a par 
value of either ten or fifty dollars, for the purpose of pro- 
viding the necessary appliances for the disposal by crema- 
tion of the bodies of the dead; and they shall have the 
same powers and privileges, and be subject to the provi- 
sions of said chapter, except as hereinafter provided. 
reaiOTtate!** SECTION 8. Such Corporation may acquire by gift, 

1886, 265, § 2. (j^yise or purchase, and hold in fee simple to an amoimt not 
exceeding fifty thousand dollars, land which is necessary 
and appropriate for its purposes and situated in such 
place as the state board of health may determine to be 
suitable. 
re^'tefoM** Section 9. Cemetery and crematory corporations may, 
§1 2,' 3.^^' subject to the approval of said board, make by-laws and 
1898, 437, § 2 regulations consistent with law for the reception and cre- 
mation of bodies of the dead and for the disposition of 
the ashes thereof, and shall conduct their business in ac- 
cordance with such regulations as said board shall estab- 
lish and furnish in writing to the clerk of the corporation. 
For each violation of the regulations of said board they 
shall forfeit not less than twenty nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars. Such corporation shall not erect, occupy or 
use any building for the purpose of cremation until the 
location and plans thereof with all details of construction 
have been submitted to and approved by said board or by 
some person designated by it. 
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FABISHES AND RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 

[ Revised Laws, Chapter 36. 

INCOEPORATION OF CHtJBCHES. 

Section 47. Any church may be incorporated accord- Jf c?mrdfe*s°° 
ing to the provisions of the following sections. ^^^^' ^^' ^ ^• 

Section 48. A notice, signed by one or more of the Notice of meet- 

1 /. 111.1 1 • • ing for incor- 

members of such church, stating the object, time and fg|^**2g4 § 2 
place of the meeting for its incorporation, and the first 
. election of officers, shall, at least fifteen days before such 
meeting, be posted in a conspicuous place near one of the 
principal entrances of the usual place of meeting of said 
church. 

Section 49. At the time and place stated in said J^^^^" ^^ 
notice, the resident members of such church who are J||J' ^^f ^ ^• 
twenty-one years of age or over may assemble at their ^^^^' ^^^' 
place of worship and by ballot elect a moderator, a clerk, 
who shall be sworn, a treasurer, a standing committee of 
not less than three nor more than twenty-four members 
or a board of trustees, managers, directors, executive com- 
mittee, prudential committee, wardens and vestry or other 
ofiicers with the powers of a standing committee, and such 
other officers as they may deem necessary. 

Section 50. The church may make by-laws and may By-laws, 
prescribe therein the maimer in which and the officers and 
agents by whom the purposes of its incorporation may be 
effected. If no provision is made by a vote or by-law of 
the church for calling meetings, they shall be called in 
such manner as the standing committee may direct. 

Section 51. The standing committee or other officers Certification of 

in . /. 1 . . /.Ill 1 organization. 

shall certify the organization 01 such church to the com- 1887, 404, § 5. 
missioner of corporations, in such form as he shall pre- 
scribe; and he, with the secretary of the commonwealth, 
upon payment of a fee of five dollars to the secretary, 
shall perform the same duties and with the same legal 
effect as in the case of corporations organized under chap- 
ter one hundred and twenty-five. 
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/ SfuT^?o°^ Section 52. None but members of such church shall 

il87?*404", § 6. be members of such corporation, and only resident mem- 
bers of full age shall vote. 
fonvey^^ell Section 53. The dcacous, wardens, trustees or similar 
rated%ifuT/h °' officcrs of a church so incorporated which holds real or 
personal estate under the provisions of chapter thirty- 
seven, may, subject to the same uses and trusts as when 
held by them, convey it to said church. 
SclSs^may Section 54. Any religious society connected with a 
to^ucS church, church so incorporated may, at any meeting called for the 
18 7, 4 4, § . p^ppQgg^ \yy ^ three-fourths vote, authorize one or more 
persons in its name and behalf to convey any real or per- 
sonal estate belonging to it to such church, and such 
estate shall thereafter be held by the church subject to the 
same uses and trusts as when held by said religious society. 
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